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VASWCD In Action Update 

   

Maroon Receives VASWCD Distinguished Service Award 
   

Your Association Executive 
Board, Legislative Committee 
and Association staff continue to 
be an active voice for Soil & 
Water Districts before both the 
legislative and executive bodies 
of government and with our 
partner organizations. Recently 
the Association has been at the 
table as a valuable stakeholder 
on many issues and taking part in 
very critical and timely 
discussions.  
 

The Association Executive Board 
has met with the newly 
appointed Secretary of Natural 
Resources, Doug Domenech and 
expressed district needs and 
concerns. Association staff and 

Board members have also had 
the opportunity to meet David 
Johnson, the new Director of 
DCR who attended the June 
VASWCD Board Meeting.  A 
meeting with Johnson and 
Deputy Director Jeb Wilkinson is 
scheduled in early July to discuss 
district priorities further. 
 

Association representatives are 
taking part in the State Bay 
TMDL Stakeholder Advisory 
Group. In coming weeks a 
number of district employee will 
be assisting the VASWCD in this 
process by serving on a number 
ƻŦ άǎŜŎǘƻǊέ ǿƻǊƪƎǊƻǳǇǎ including 
agriculture and stormwater. 
 

The VASWCD, one of ten 

members of the Agriculture & 
Conservation Partnership for Water 
Quality, met with partner members 
recently to review the 2010 GA 
Session and discuss how to improve 
upon our mission for 2011. We will 
soon be meeting with DCR to discuss 
the 2011 Cost Share needs report 
and to determine strategy for 2011. 
 

VASWCD staff, a Board member 
along with a district employee will 
begin work this summer on the 
Voluntary Ag & Forestry BMP 
Stakeholder Advisory Group. 
 

As we educate and advise in 
Richmond we hope you'll continue 
to strengthen our efforts by making 
your own legislative contacts and 
reiterating district needs. 

The Board of Directors of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts presented Joseph H. 
Maroon of Midlothian, Virginia, its Distinguished Service Award recently.  The award was given to Mr. Maroon in 
recognition of his commitment and significant contributions to Virginia's Soil and Water Conservation Districts.   
 

 
 

 
 

  

VASWCD Mission:  
To Serve and 
Strengthen Soil and 
Water Conservation 
Districts in the 
Stewardship of Natural 
Resources. 
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VASWCD President Wilkie Chaffin presents the Distinguished 
Service Award to Former DCR Director Joe Maroon. 

Mr. Maroon was appointed as Director of the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation in 2002 by 
former Governor Mark Warner. He was reappointed by 
Governor Tim Kaine and served until January 2010. The 
Department of Conservation & Recreation works closely 
with the 47 local conservation districts to promote water 
quality improvements on farms and developed areas. With 
their volunteer boards and more than 150 full and part-
time technical and administrative employees, districts 
provide a valuable delivery system for Virginia's statewide 
nonpoint source pollution prevention programs. 
 

Since leaving state government, Mr. Maroon has started 
his own consulting business specializing in conservation 
and environmental matters 
 

News of Maroon receiving the VASWCD award was run in 
the May 17, 2010 Business Section of the Richmond- 
Times Dispatch. 

http://www.vaswcd.org/
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2010 Envirothon 
   

 
   

 
   

The 2010 Virginia Envirothon, a 
natural resources competition for 
high school students was held 
May 16-17 at the Skelton 4H 
Center in Wirtz, VA located on 
Smith Mountain Lake. Sixteen 
teams from across the 
Commonwealth traveled to Wirtz 
to compete in the event.   
 

Jamestown High School placed 
first overall. In addition the team 
won top honors on Aquatics, 
Groundwater Protection and Oral 
Presentation content tests. 
Jamestown High School 
represented Colonial SWCD at 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻǘƘƻƴΦ  ¢ŜŀƳ 
members are Mandy Bowers, 
Alex Hughes, Nola Liu, Kelly 
Ceriani, Billie Meacham Missy 
Callazzo  (alternate) and Paul 
Brosnan (alternate).   
 

As the regional 1
st

 place winner, 
Jamestown High School, coached 
by Charlie Dubay and Jenn Gifford 
advanced to the state 
competition. As the 2010 state 
champions, they will travel to 
Fresno, California to compete in 
the Canon National Envirothon 
from August 1-7

th
, 2010.  

9ƴǾƛǊƻǘƘƻƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ άƛƴ-the-
ŦƛŜƭŘέ ǘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς soils, wildlife, 
aquatics, forestry and a current 

environmental issue ï where 

teams answer questions in both 
written and hands-on formats.  
 

During an oral presentation 
teams propose a management 
solution related to the current 
environmental issue to a panel of 
judges consisting of industry and 
natural resource professionals. 
This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ άGroundwater 
Protection through Agricultural, 
Urban and Environmental 
PlanningΦέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
this contest helps prepare 
students for college entrance 
exams, as well as possible careers 
in field associated with natural 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ²ƛƭƪƛŜ /ƘŀŦŦƛƴΣ 
President of VASWCD.   

 

 

 

Envirothon is sponsored by the Virginia Association of Soil and Water 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ пт {ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜr Conservation 
Districts with funding provided by the Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Fund, the Virginia Chapter of Soil and Water Conservation Society, the 
Virginia Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, James River 
Equipment, Sovereign Paving Inc, Heavy Construction Contractors 
Association, Virginia Credit Union and the Canon Envirothon.   

 

If you are interested in helping or learning more about starting an 
Envirothon team at your high school or with a 4-H, FFA, Ecology club or 
home school group, contact your local soil and water conservation 
district or the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts at (804) 559-0324. 

 

  
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 

2010 Scholarship Winners 

  

VASWCD Education 
Foundation Scholar   
   Kendall Combs 
   Eastern Shore SWCD 
 
VASWCD Auxiliary Scholar   
  Kristen Ulmer 
  Shenandoah Valley SWCD 
 
VA Chapter SWCS Scholar  
  Elizabeth Saccoccia 
  Prince William SWCD 
 
VA Chapter SWCS Scholar  
  Samuel Frere 
  Northern Neck SWCD  
 
John F. Townsend Sr. 
Memorial Scholarship  
  Ryan N. Price 
  Three Rivers SWCD 
 
Earl & Anna K. Longest 
Scholarship 
  Sidney Williams 
  Three Rivers SWCD 
 
Leo Painter Scholarship 
  Johnzelle Anderson  
  Blue Ridge SWCD 
 
Martin Menges Scholarship 
  Aaron Wass 
  Tidewater SWCD 
 
Bartley Tuthill Scholarship 
  Autumn Vaughn  
  VA Dare SWCD 
 
Garnett M. Ager Scholarship 
  Audrey Brickey 
  Anthony Brickey  
  Big Walker SWCD 
 

Aquatics Station 

Awards Assembly 

Soils Pit 

Wildlife Work 

Jamestown High School ï First Place 
Overall 

Forestry Station 
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Youth Conservation Camp 
 

 

 

  

 
  

2010 VASWCD Annual Meeting 

    

The 2010 VASWCD Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for 
December 5-7, 2010 at the 
Hotel Roanoke. 
 

The 2010 Annual Meeting 
planning committee 
continues to seek input from 
district directors and staff.  If 
you would like to join the 
committee or have an idea 
you wish to share contact 
Kendall Tyree at  

kendall.tyree@vaswcd.org.   
 

At each Annual Meeting we 
highlight the outstanding work 
of districts across the 
Commonwealth.  
 

District work needs to be 
shared. We will continue with 
the district showcase 
presentations during the 
morning general sessions this  
year. If your district has a  

 

project it would like to highlight 
please contact Kendall Tyree 
discuss this possibility and your 
presentation topic by August 5, 
2010.  
 

To take full advantage of sharing 
and collaborating, we encourage all 
districts to have an exhibit space at 
the reduced rate of $50 (See next 
page).  
 

Additionally the VASWCD must rely  
 

on sponsors to help with the 
costs of our statewide meeting 
therefore your help in spreading 
the word and even discussing 
sponsorship opportunities with 
individuals in your area not only 
helps our work but strengthens 
the conference program. Contact 
Kendall Tyree with sponsorship 
ideas and possibilities.   
 

Full agenda information on the 
Annual Meeting will be sent to 
districts in early September.  
 

The VASWCD in partner with the Southside SWCD hosted an 
Environmental Educator Training Workshop on Wednesday, June 
16 at Southside Virginia Community College in Keysville, Virginia.  
Approximately 40 formal and non-formal educators were in 
attendance including individuals from State Parks, DEQ, DCR, 
elementary, middle and high school teachers, home schooling 
educators and district educators.  
 

The 6 hour session, which teachers used for continuing education 
credits, offered a variety of sessions including a new Project 
Learning Tree course, DEQ Watershed Information activities, DCR 
Ψ¸ƻǳǊ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 
Southside Region, and hands-on learning with Keep VA Beautiful. 
 

Katy Register, with Clean VA Waterways is seen demonstrating a 
litter activity with several educators in attendance. Information 
about the VASWCD and its programs as well as education 
resources available from districts was discussed in depth. 
 

Another training session is being organized for October 2010 in 
Area I. Additional trainings will cycle across the state within the 
next year. If you are interested in assisting with an event in your 
area please contact the Association office. 
 
 

The VASWCD will host the 34
th

 annual Youth Conservation Camp July 18-24, 2010 at Virginia Tech.  Roughly  
45 students will join ten counselors from partner agencies and districts for an educational fun filled week.  
 

The program brings together students from across the Commonwealth for a week of learning about  
Virginia's natural resources by conservation professionals and faculty from Virginia Tech. Most of the instruction is hands-on and 
outdoors. Agenda highlights include a canoe trip down the New River, hiking to the Cascades waterfalls, and a tour of the dairy science 
& swine facilities. 
 

We could always use your help to ensure students an educational and exciting week. Those interested in volunteering and helping share 
their knowledge and passion for natural resource education through a group activity should contact Beth Sokolik at (804) 559-0324 or 
elizabeth.sokolik@vaswcd.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

VASWCD Environmental Workshops 

NACD Poster Contest 

The NACD poster contest provides students in k-12 an 
opportunity to convey their thoughts about soil, water and 
related natural resource issues through art.  Introducing this 
wonderful program to your local schools early will allow 
students the chance to express themselves while 
simultaneously learning about districts and the importance of 
natural resource conservation.  
 

¢ƘŜ нлмл tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ Ψ/ƻƴservation Habits=Healthy 
IŀōƛǘŀǘǎΩΦ  All districts are encouraged to host a local 
competition..  Each district then may submit one winning poster 
per category to the VASWCD office by October 29, 2010.Entry 
forms and additional information available at www.vaswcd.org.  
 

 

VASWCD Awards Program  
 

Applications for the VASWCD Awards program are available on the 
VASWCD website . Deadline for Teacher and Education District of the 
Year is June 30, 2010. Guidelines and due dates for the Compton, 
Wilkinson, Forestry, Urban, Watershed, and Chaffin Awards are now 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƭǎƻΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ 
and recognize those that go above and beyond in your district.  

mailto:kendall.tyree@vaswcd.org
mailto:elizabeth.sokolik@vaswcd.org
http://www.vaswcd.org/


 

 

 

VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

72nd ANNUAL MEETING  

DECEMBER 5-7, 2010  

 

HOTEL ROANOKE & CONFERENCE CENTER 

110 SHENANDOAH AVENUE Ͻ ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24016 
 

 
EXHIBIT SPACE REQUEST FORM  

 

 

Business Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fax Number: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please Indicate Your Choice(s): 

 

___________  Six Foot Space (No Table) 

 

___________  Six Foot Space with Table Draped & Skirted 

 

___________  Chairs ï Maximum of Two Provided 

 

___________  Electrical Outlet (extension cords not provided), Internet, or Telephone* (specify which) 

 

*Electricity ($25), Internet ($45), or Telephone ($75) provided at additional charge.   

 

 

Other Display Information:  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return registration form with check made payable to:    

VASWCD 

     Attention: Kendall Tyree 

     7308 Hanover Green Drive, Suite 100 

     Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 
 

 

Requests for space must be submitted by November 8, 2010. Space will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis.  
 

 

Please contact Herb Dunford, VASWCD 2
nd

 Vice President at hdunfordjr@aol.com or Kendall Tyree, Association 

Administrator at kendall.tyree@vaswcd.org with any questions. 

mailto:hdunfordjr@aol.com
mailto:kendall.tyree@vaswcd.org
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ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORSHIP 
 

 

2010 VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS CALENDAR  
JUNE  

June 23 ς 24, 2010  VASWCD Board of Directors Meeting ς Chippokes Plantation State Park 

June 30, 2010  Conservation Teacher of the Year Award Applications Due to VASWCD 
Conservation Education District of the Year Award Nominations Due to VASWCD 

 

JULY  

July 18-24, 2010 34
th

  Annual Youth Conservation Camp -  Virginia Tech 

July 26-August 4, 2010 National Boy Scout Jamboree ς Contact Hanover-Caroline SWCD to Volunteer! 
 

AUGUST  

Thru August 4, 2010 National Boy Scout Jamboree ς Contact Hanover-Caroline SWCD to Volunteer! 

August 1-7, 2010 Canon National Envirothon Competition ς Fresno, CA 
 

SEPTEMBER  

Early September  72
nd

 Annual Meeting Information Provided to Districts 

TBD Fall Board of Directors Meeting at Richmond NRCS Building 

September 1, 2010 Wilkinson/E.C. Compton Meritorious Award Nominations Due to VASWCD Office 

September 15, 2010 VASWCD BMP/Urban Forestry Awards District Nominations Due to VASWCD 

September 18, 2010 World Water Monitoring Day (For more info - www.worldwatermonitoringday.org)  

Sept. 23 ς Oct. 3 State Fair of Virginia, Meadow Event Park 
 

OCTOBER   

Thru October 3, 2010 State Fair of Virginia, Meadow Event Park 

Early October 2011 Envirothon Competition Information, Resources, and Oral Presentation Problem Released  

TBD VASWCD Area I Environmental Education Exchange Teacher Workshop  

October 6, 2010 Watershed Connections Director Award Nominations Due to VASWCD Office 

October 15, 2010 Area III Outstanding District Challenge Award Due to Area III Chair  

October 18-22, 2010 Natural Resource Stewardship Week ς Expect Education Materials from the VASWCD! 

October 29, 2010 ά/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Iŀōƛǘǎέ {ǘŀǘŜ tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ Entries Due to the VASWCD 
 

NOVEMBER  

November 8, 2010 Chaffin Award Nominations Due to VASWCD Office 

November 12, 2010 VASWCD Annual Meeting Registration Due to VASWCD Office 
 

DECEMBER  

December 1, 2010 {ǘŀǘŜ tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ά/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Iŀōƛǘǎέ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ b!/5 ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 

December 5-7, 2010 72
nd

 VASWCD Annual Meeting 
 

JANUARY 2011  

Mid-Late January Scholarship Information Distributed 
Youth Conservation Camp Application & Information Distributed 
Youth Conservation Camp Counselor Request to Districts 

TBD General Assembly Session Convenes 

TBD VASWCD Legislative Day 
 

If you are not a member of the VASWCD All District email list contact the Association office to join. All district email is the best way to ensure you are up to date on all 

association events, news and happenings related to districts. (Contact Margaret Kennedy with the Association at margaret.kennedy@vaswcd.org to join!) 

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL DONATION BENEFITS 

Breakout Sponsor $1,000 

- Sponsor information included in conference materials, 

meeting program and on VASWCD website 

- Recognition during conference events 

- Exhibit space* 

- Sponsor Reception with VASWCD leaders 

- 2 Conference Registration Packets 

Corporate Sponsor $500 

- Sponsor information included in meeting program and 

on VASWCD website 

- Recognition during conference events 

- Exhibit space* 

- Sponsor Reception with VASWCD leaders 

- 1 Conference Registration Packet  

Support Sponsor/Non-Profit Sponsor $250 

- Sponsor name included in program 

- Sponsor Reception with VASWCD leaders 

- Exhibit space* 

Soil & Water Conservation District $50 
- Sponsor information included in program 

- Exhibit space* 

http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org/
mailto:margaret.kennedy@vaswcd.org
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The National Boy Scout 
Jamboree is just around the 
corner, July 26-August 3, 2010!  
This year marks 100 years of 
Scouting as well as the LAST 
year the Jamboree will be 
hosted in Virginia.   
 

The Hanover-Caroline SWCD 
needs your help to run the Soil 
& Water Conservation Merit 
Badge Booth.  The Boy Scout 
Jamboree is not a one-District 
event, it is a National event.  

Through five learning stations, 
scouts will be offered most of the 
components they'll need to earn 
this merit badge.  
 

Hanover-Caroline expresses a big 
thank you to all the Districts who 
have already sent donations and 
inquired about volunteering. Your 
donations are still much needed. 
Contact Rebecca Jones at 
rtjones@co.hanover.va.us or 804-
537-5225 ext.115 to learn more 
about how your district can offer 
assistance. 

 

On the afternoon and evening of 
May 20, 2010, Clinch Valley Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) and the Russell 
County CattlemenΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
coordinated another successful 
ŦŀǊƳ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
was held at Ball Farms on Corn 
Valley Road in Russell County, 
VA, with over 129 individuals in 
attendance.  
 

Farm Field Day Sessions 
The 2010 event consisted of 
three informational sessions, 55 
minutes in length, covering the 
topics of Livestock Production, 
Conservation, and Fencing 
Techniques. Participants were 
divided into groups in order to 
attend concurrent sessions. 
 

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ! ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άaŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ 
Goat-Sheep-Beef Cattle Rotation 
on tŀǎǘǳǊŜέ featured Ball 
Farms. They shared their 
experience with rotating goats, 
hair sheep, and cattle through 
pastures. Dr. John Currin with 
the VA/MD Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Virginia 
Tech discussed animal health.  
 

Session B was a two-part 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ tŀǊǘ L ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ŜŜƛƴƎ Lǎ 
Believing, A Soil Erosion 
5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 
by Wess Stanley, NRCS District 
Conservationist and Greg 
Meade, NRCS Soil Conservation 
Technician. The importance of 
maintaining adequate 
vegetative cover on crops and in 

pastures was discussed. Clinch 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ {²/5Ωǎ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ 
simulator was used to 
demonstrate soil erosion and 
the impact of vegetative 
ŎƻǾŜǊΦ tŀǊǘ LL ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά²ŀǘŜǊ 
vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ϧ !ƴƛƳŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘέ ǿŀǎ 
presented by Dr. Scott 
Nordstrom, Manager of 
Veterinary Technical Services 
for Intervet/Schering-Plough 
Animal Health. Dr. Nordstrom 
discussed the effects of poor 
water quality on animal 
health, sharing first-hand 
experiences with viruses and 
diseases derived from poor 
water quality. The importance 
of alternative water systems 
and riparian buffers as a 
solution was discussed. 
 

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ / ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCŜƴŎƛƴƎ 
5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ 
Lewis Sapp with Stay-Tuff 
Fence and Billy White of 
Cloverdale Supply in Danville, 
VA. Both shared information 
on the latest fencing products 
and installed a section of fence 
to demonstrate using those 
products.   
 

The field day committee 
coordinated this event so that 
all participants would gain 
valuable knowledge that could 
be applied on the farm.  
Contact Clinch Valley SWCD at 
276-889-4650, Ext. 127 for 
more information.  

 
 
 

 

RAINFALL SIMULATOR & EROSION BOX AVAILABLE FOR LOAN 
 
Clinch Valley SWCD with assistance from Lebanon NRCS built 
their own rainfall simulator with erosion boxes. These items 
are available for loan to  other SWCDs. If your district is 
interested in borrowing these materials contact Angela White 
at 276-880-4650 extension 127 or via email at 
Angela.White@va.nacdnet.net.  

Clinch Valley Landscape 

DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT   HHHIIIGGG HHHLLLIIIGGG HHHTTT   

mailto:rtjones@co.hanover.va.us
mailto:Angela.White@va.nacdnet.net
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Arou nd the State ðay  
   

The Virginia Association of 
Conservation District 
Employees is an organization 
consisting of Virginia Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Employees, directors and 
district partner agency 
personnel. The VACDE 
mission is to provide 
professional development, 
leadership and a voice for 
communicating issues and 
solutions on behalf of 
conservation district 
employees. 
 

In alignment with this 
mission, the VACDE sponsors 
and conducts an annual 
summer training session 
traditionally at Graves 
Mountain Lodge in Syria, 
Virginia. The three day event 
focuses on the training needs 
of district administrative, 
technical and educational 

employees.  
 
Thanks to a contribution for 
the George Beals Leadership 
Conservation Fund/VASWCD 
Educational Foundation 
registration fees to attend 
the 2010 Graves Mountain 
Training has been waived. 
Those individuals not 
members of the VACDE will 
be asked to pay a $10 
registration fee to attend.  
 
The intent of the George 
Beals Leadership Endowment 
Fund (Beals Fund) is to 
ensure the future of a 
healthy and productive  
Virginia by supporting the 
educational and training  
of current and future  
leaders in  conservation.  
The Beals Fund,  
managed by the Virginia 

Association of Soil and Water  
Conservation Districts Education 
Foundation, is dedicated to assisting in 
the development of leadership skills for 
Virginians who are passionate about 
conservation.  
 
Graves Mountain agenda details and the 
registration form are also available on the 
VASWCD website at www.vaswcd.org.  
 

 
 
 

 

On a hot August day in 2008, 
a Thompson Valley 
landowner, making hay for 
the winter season, was faced 
with ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ 
nightmares.  As he rounded 
the corner driving his tractor 
with a disc mower in tow, 
cutting hay, flames began 
shooting from the dash of his 
tractor.  No cell phone 
service was available, no fire 
hydrants, just the 
preinstalled fire extinguisher 
and a small jug of drinking 
water was all that stood 
between total and minimal 
loss of his tractor.  The 
production tractor was 
insured and faced minimal 
damage after an internal 
electrical fire.   
 
The 1

st
 Annual Safety Day on 

May 9
th

 in Thompson Valley 

focused on t  

  

 
 

When the soil 
disappears, the 
soul disappears. 
-Ymber Delecto 

Bruce Stone, Farm Bureau, speaking with Agriculture 
Safety Day participants about essential safety tips. 

2009 Graves Mountain Education Training Session 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2010 
 
An Introduction to Mitigation Banking:  
Wetland Studies and Solutions  
Beginning with an explanation of the mitigation banking 
concept, this session will explain the overall development 
process from site selection through implementation. Topics 
will cover site feasibility studies, technical aspects of 
mitigation design, the agency review/approval process, and 
the business of banking, including partnership with 
landowners and project funding.  
 
Conservation Planning Modules 6-8  
Area Resource ConservationistτNRCS  
This NRCS course will provide conservation planning training 
for working with individual clients. The course emphasizes 
the conservation planning process and developing quality, 
complete plans on the entire unit. The course is based on 
current conservation planning policy and the procedures and 
guidelines in the National Planning Procedures Handbook. 
This course, Part 2 (modules 6-8) of the 3 part Course, is the 
hands-on field application of the planning process, with both 
classroom and field exercises. The course is required to 
complete Level I of Conservation Planning Certification 
Process.  
 
What You Heard Is Not What I Said  
Cindy SoltisτLord Fairfax Community College  
On a scale of one to ten, how would you rate your 
interpersonal communication skills? Learn to organize your 
thoughts and deliver clear, concise messages. Improve work 
relationships and reduce misunderstandings in a climate of 
open communication.  

CONCURRENT SESSIONS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2010 
 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΥ  
! 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŀǘƻǊǎ  
Kevin Du Boisτ Division of Environmental Services  
This session is devoted to the steps a locality took to develop a wetland education 
class, designed to teach citizens about the values and benefits of wetlands, the 
ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΦ 
This class was designed to address wetland education needs and provide a tool for 
the reduction of civil charges in the administrative resolutions of wetland violations. 
This concept may be adapted and used by districts to approach and coordinate with 
localities to partner in a similar venture.  
 
VDACS  
Darrell MarshallτVDACS  
An overall description of the Ag Stewardship program, how it works and samples of 
past cases. A program update on cases in the past year and legislative changes. 
Copies of the new guidelines will be provided.  
 
Conservation Planning Modules 6-8  
Area Resource ConservationistτNRCS  
Continued from Tuesday session  
 
Social Media for District Marketing  
Nancy HeltmanτDCR-State Parks  
Bring your laptop and actually start your own Facebook page during the workshop. 
If you already have a page, learn best practices for expanding your reach and 
making your fans stay engaged. Find out how to save time by cross posting to 
Facebook and other social media sites. 
 
Office 2007 Gossip  
Leith Campbell τNRCS  
An interactive look at Office 2007 with tips, group discussion, and Q&A. Discover 
some of the newer Outlook, Excel and Word tools at your fingertips.  
 
Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience  
Rebecca Jones, Ellen Reynolds, Stephanie DeNicola  
According to the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement, every student must be provided a 
Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience (MWEE) prior to graduation. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎŀǇŜŀƪŜ .ŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀ a²99 άŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
participate in hands-ƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎŀǇŜŀƪŜ .ŀȅ ΦΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
Hanover-/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΣ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǇŜǇŜǊ {²/5Ω{ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
the creation and implementation of a MWEE.  

 

http://www.vaswcd.org/
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Be a Friend to Conservation! - Donate to  the Foundation  
 

   

 

 

As you consider your 
philanthropic priorities, I hope 
that you will consider giving to 
and even increasing your 
support to the VASWCD 
Educational Foundation.  
 

The  21
st

 Century Club was 
established in 1999 to herald 
the new century and to serve 
as a source of unrestricted 
funds which can be used for 
the scholarship program and to 
provide funding for a variety of 
educational programs.   We are 

renewing and expanding the 21
st

 
Century Club and need your 
support. The contribution 
amount is at your discretion and 
need not be an annual pledge 
but may also be a one-time gift 
in an amount of your choice. 
 

Donations support conservation 
related educational efforts in 
Virginia. Programs include 
Envirothon, YCC, Teacher 
Workshops, Director Trainings, 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Week, and the Scholarship 

Program. Our work though 
does not stop here as we 
continue to expand.  
 

Your tax deductible donation 
will be sending a heartfelt 
message that you are 
steadfastly committed to the 
success of our mission.  
 

Thanks to your support, I am 
confident that working 
together we will emerge from 
these current economic 
challenges stronger.  

The Commonwealth of Virginia 
Campaign (CVC) is the tool that 
facilitates State Employee 
giving. More than 20,000 
employees annually support 
their favorite charities through 
the CVC. Employees may 
designate their gift to a specific 
charity (or multiple charities), 
of the state, or to all the 
charities in the campaign.  

In 2009, the Foundation raised $752.79 through the CVC 
campaign. When determining the charities of your choice for 2010 
please include the VASWCD Education Foundation. 
 

Please encourage any state employee you know to DONATE TO 
THE FOUNDATION, A RECOGNIZED COMMONWEALTH OF 
VIRGINIA CAMPAIGN CHARITY, CVC CHARITY CODE 3073. 
 

 

VASWCD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 

Wilkie W. Chaffin, Ph.D. 
VASWCD President 
Piedmont SWCD 
 

Edward T. Overton  
VASWCD 1

st
 Vice President 

Colonial SWCD 
 

Lou Ann Wallace 
VASWCD 2

nd
 Vice President 

Clinch Valley SWCD 
 

Kent White 
VASWCD Treasurer/Secretary 
Robert E. Lee SWCD 
 

JC Berger 
Educational Foundation 
Treasurer/Secretary 
Northern Neck SWCD 
 

Richard O. Rash 
Immediate Past President 
Piedmont SWCD 
 

Ward Robens 
Area I Chair 
Mountain SWCD 
 

Jim Christian 
Area II Chair 
Loudoun SWCD 
 

Donald A. Bagshaw 
Area III Chair 
James River SWCD 
 

John Britton 
Area IV Chair 
Daniel Boone SWCD 
 

Richard Chaffin 
Area V Chair 
Peaks of Otter SWCD 
 

Keith Seward 
Area VI Chair 
Peanut SWCD 
 

John Peterson 
NACD Board Representative 
Northern Virginia SWCD 
 

ASSOCIATION STAFF 
 

Kendall Tyree 
Association Administrator 
 

Elizabeth Sokolik 
Edu & Training Coordinator 
 

Margaret Kennedy 
Association Assistant 
 

Donate today and make a difference tomorrow 

http://www.vaswcd.org/documents/Foundation%20Donation%20Form.pdf  

 

 

 
 
 

Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

7308 Hanover Green Drive, Suite 100 ā Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

Office - 804-559-0324 ā Fax 804-559-0325 

  

Kendall Tyree ð Association Administrator ð kendall.tyree@vaswcd.org 

Beth Sokolik ð Education & Training Coordinator ð elizabeth.sokolik@vaswcd.og 

Margaret Kennedy ð Association Assistant ð margaret.kennedy@vaswcd.org 
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